Common Core State Standards

Frequently Asked Questions

Q:  
What are the Common Core State Standards?
A:  
The Common State Standards (CCSS) are a set of learning expectations that provide a coherent vision of what students are expected to learn in K-12 mathematics and English language arts.  The standards are designed to reflect the knowledge and skills that will help prepare Hawaii’s high school graduates for college, careers, and life.
Q:  
How were the standards developed?
A:  
The standards are the result of a state-led effort coordinated by the National Governor’s Association (NGA) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO).  The CCSS for grades K-12 were developed in collaboration with a variety of stakeholders including content experts, state education leaders, teachers, school administrators, and parents.  Both national and international research and evidence informed development of the standards.

The process began with the development of the College and Career Readiness (CCR) standards.  The first step was to identify the “finish line” so that the high school exit expectations are aligned with college entrance and career ready expectations.  After the high school exit expectations were developed, the CCSS writing teams backwards-mapped the CCR standards to develop the standards for grades K-12.  Drafts of the standards documents were shared with state leaders and with the public for their review.  The drafts were revised based upon the feedback from all stakeholder groups, and the final document was released on June 2, 2010.
Q:   How does the adoption and implementation of the CCSS benefit Hawaii’s schools, teachers and students?
A:  
Change is always an uncomfortable process.  However, the potential benefits of implementing the CCSS far outweigh the short-term costs the state and schools will require in the transition.  Currently, grades K-12 learning expectations vary considerably from state to state.  HIDOE believes that all of our students deserve a world-class education that prepares them for multiple options when they graduate from high school.  Common standards help ensure that all students, no matter where they live, are prepared for success in postsecondary education and the workforce.  The CCSS communicates a clear and coherent vision of the teaching and learning expectations for English language arts and mathematics that will guide teachers’ collective efforts to provide all students with a high quality education that is delivered consistently from school to school and state to state. 
As a result of states currently having their own distinct sets of standards, each state spends a considerable amount of money and human resources developing and administering their own state assessment system, reviewing and revising their standards, and conducting reviews of textbooks and other instructional materials to recommend to schools.  Thus, the CCSS Initiative provides each state an opportunity to take advantage of economies of scale.  The CCSS Initiative provides a valuable opportunity to tap into the collective expertise of the more than 40 states that have adopted the CCSS, as well as the professional organizations that support the initiative.  HIDOE will be able to leverage national collaborative efforts that are currently underway to provide K-12 educators with a variety of instructional resources and professional development opportunities that will serve the needs of teachers and students.  Furthermore, by adopting common learning expectations, states will be able to collaborate in the development of a common state assessment that is aligned to the CCSS.
Q: 
How do the grade level learning expectations of the CCSS compare with Hawaii Content and Performance Standards (HCPS) III?

A: 
Overall, there is a considerable overlap between the learning expectations in both the CCSS and HCPS III.  The CCSS does introduce some content that is not found in HCPS III, however, the biggest differences between CCSS and HCPS III occur in the grade level placement of several learning expectations.  While the majority of HIDOE’s current content standards align to the CCSS, in the CCSS the content may be introduced at an earlier or later grade level.  


Crosswalk documents identifying the degree of alignment between the CCSS and HCPS III are available at the HIDOE Standards Toolkit website:  http://standardstoolkit.k12.hi.us/index.html.  Click on the “Document Library” link near the top of the webpage to get to the Common Core State Standards section.
Q: 
What impact does adopting the CCSS have on the Hawaii State Assessment (HSA) Program?

A: 
Hawaii DOE is a member of the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), collaborating with 30 other states to develop a common state assessment system aligned to the CCSS.  There are many components to the assessment system, of which the required summative exam (used for NCLB accountability purposes) is just one.  The common state assessment (summative exam) that all SBAC states will agree to administer is intended to be operational in SY 2014-2015.  Therefore, for the next three years, the HSA will continue to be aligned to the current HCPS III benchmarks.
Q: 
What is HIDOE’s implementation plan for transitioning instruction and assessment from HCPS III to the CCSS?
A: 
Beginning in SY 2011-2012, the following grade levels will be expected to implement the CCSS:

· English language arts:  Grades K-2, 11, and 12

· Mathematics:  grades K-2 and Algebra II courses
For SY 2011-2012 and SY 2012-2013, the Hawaii State Assessment (HSA) will continue to be based on HCPS III.  Therefore, the following grade levels will continue to implement HCPS III:

· English language arts:  Grades 3-10* 
· Mathematics:  grades 3-8, Algebra I and Geometry courses


In addition, the CCSS focuses on several important big ideas in mathematics and language arts that go across all grade levels and are not confined to any specific grade or course.  Thus, beginning SY 2011-2012, all grade levels are expected to address the following big ideas in the CCSS:  the Standards for Mathematical Practice, and for English language arts, text complexity and non-fiction writing.

In SY 2013-2014, there may be a need to begin addressing the CCSS in the HSA-tested grade levels.  As mentioned above, the common state assessment that all SBAC states will agree to administer is intended to be operational in SY 2014-2015.  As the states collaborate over the next three years to develop the common state assessment, prior to SY 2014-2015, there will be a need to field test assessment items that are aligned to the CCSS.  Thus, the CCSS will need to be addressed in instruction to some degree in the tested grade levels.  


The work of SBAC has just begun and the transition to a multi-state common assessment system is a dynamic process that will evolve over the next four years.  Thus, states will need to be flexible with their implementation plans as the Consortium moves forward.

By SY 2014-2015, all grade levels will be expected to fully implement the CCSS.

*Grade 9 for English language arts is not assessed on the Hawaii State Assessment however it will follow the Common Core State Standards Implementation Timeline for the assessed grade levels. 
Q:
What are the implications for the purchase of textbooks and instructional resources?
A: 
The recommendation to places significant textbook purchases “on hold” is still in effect (refer to the memo from Superintendent Matayoshi, dated March 11, 2010, “Adoption of Common Core Standards and Recommended Instructional Materials,” on DOE memos and notices).  However, as explained in the memo, schools are able to purchase replacement textbooks and consumables as needed.  HIDOE plans to conduct and instructional materials review to recommend the adoption of curriculum materials aligned to the CCSS for purchase during SY 2012-2013.  
Q:   Will quarterly benchmark maps be developed for the CCSS?

A: 
At this time quarterly benchmark maps will not be developed by the Hawaii Department of Education for the CCSS.  Hawaii DOE is a member of the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), collaborating with 30 other states to develop a common state assessment system aligned to the CCSS.  There are many components to the assessment system, of which the required summative exam (used for NCLB accountability purposes) is just one.  If SBAC develops and releases quarterly benchmark maps, these will be used in Hawaii.  
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